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Study for a PhD at the
Institute for Animal Health

Institute for Animal Health

The Institute for Animal Health (IAH) is a
world-leading centre for research on infectious
diseases of farm animals. The Institute also
has world-leading research groups studying the
immunology of cattle and poultry. There are
approximately 500 staff, students and visiting
scientists at IAH.

The Institute has 2 laboratories:

The Compton Laboratory is based in the
Berkshire Downs, approximately 20 miles south
of Oxford. This site works primarily on endemic
diseases and fundamental immunology of cattle
and poultry.

The Pirbright Laboratory is based in Surrey, 6
miles from Guildford. The focus of research at
the Pirbright is on ‘exotic’ viral diseases of cattle,
sheep and pigs. These are diseases not
normally present in the UK but which threaten
UK agriculture.

The 1AH provides first class facilities for its
staff and students. These include: bioimaging
equipment (confocal microscopes, transmission
and scanning electron microscopes), nucleic
acid and protein sequencing equipment, and cell
analysers and sorters as well as animals of
known disease and genetic status, and animal
accommodation to enable infectious disease
studies.

The IAH has extensive links and collaborations
with researchers around the world and with a
wide range of relevant industrial companies
especially animal health pharmaceutical
companies.

The IAH is sponsored by the Biotechnology and
Biological Science Research Council (BBSRC).

Studentships

The IAH normally has around 40 students study-
ing for a PhD in its laboratories at any time with
an annual intake of between 10 and 15 students.

Registration

Students will be registered at prestigious univer-
sities. This will normally be the University of the
University-based supervisor.

Funding

Studentships at I1AH are funded from a variety of
sources. The BBSRC has awarded the IAH a
Doctoral Training Grant which currently supports
6 studentships each year but we also receive
support for studentships from industrial sponsors
and the Institute also, on occasion, awards a lim-
ited number of studentships.

The Institute is also happy to welcome students
with their own funding, this is usually through
their national government or competitions organ-
ized by international charities (for example, the
Association of Commonwealth Universities).

Students receive a generous consumables and
travel allowance.

Applications

Details of currently available studentships can be
found on our web page (http://
www.iah.bbsrc.ac.uk/jobs_and_training.htm) and
advertisements are placed with New Scientist
(www.newscientistjobs.com) and on fin-
daphd.com (www.findaphd.com). The main call
for applications is normally advertised in the win-
ter prior to studentships starting the following
October but studentships may appear at other
times of the year.

Eligibility

Guidance on eligibility for studentships at IAH is
provided under ‘How to Apply’ on our web page
(http:/mww.iah.bbsrc.ac.uk/jobs_and_training.htm)
and further details are provided against the spe-
cific studentships when advertised.

Training

Students will receive appropriate state-of-the-art
project-specific training as part of their research
programme. The Institute also provides a pro-
gramme of generic skills training for its students
that enhances their employment opportunities for
a wide-range of career options.

Supervision

All students will have a supervisory team consist-
ing of a Principal and a Co-Supervisor based at
IAH together with a University-based supervisor.
Students are also assigned a personal tutor who
is responsible for pastoral care. The Institute has
a formal system for monitoring and assessing
progress of the studentship for its duration.

Other activities

The Institute provides a range of other activities
as part of the academic environment for studying
for a PhD. These include journal clubs, group
meetings, attending seminars by external and
IAH speakers and the periodically presenting
their own work. Students are encouraged to pre-
sent their work at national and international meet-
ings.

Accommodation and Social Activities

The Institute has on-site bed-sit accommodation
available for rent by students. There is also a

Social Club at each site with a range of associ-
ated clubs and activities.



